Junior Lab Report: format to follow
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Title (describes the lab; underlined)
Question
· What do you want to observe or discover?
· What is the objective of the experiment?
Hypothesis
· A prediction; the hypothesis is a possible solution to the question.
· It is a sentence in the affirmative.

· Use this format: If (possible cause)….then (possible effect).
· Example: If the quantity of candies that a person eats increases, then the number of dental cavities will also increase.
Material
· Make a detailed list of all materials and products used; indicate quantities.
Procedure
· A brief description (shouldn’t exceed 10 lines) of what was done during the experiment or activity.  Should be detailed enough that another student could carry out the activity using your procedure.
· Use the past tense and complete sentences.
· Number each step; each step on a separate line.
· You may include diagrams, completed in pencil, to illustrate setup.
Results and Analysis
It is not necessary to include each of the following categories; choose only those that apply.
Observations
· what you observed/measured during the experiment.
Data tables
· with borders, units, and a descriptive title.
Graphs
· must be completed on graph paper.
· in pencil.
Calculations
· include units.
Drawings
· follow all protocols for a scientific drawing.

· in pencil.
Questions
· Answers to the questions found at the end of the laboratory instructions in the textbook, or to the questions assigned by the instructor.
· All answer must be complete and written in full sentences.
Conclusion

· Repeat the hypothesis.
· Include a brief summary of results.
· Indicate whether you have supported or refuted the hypothesis.
· If necessary, discuss any sources of error and/or make suggestions for improvement to experimental procedure.
General information:

· A lab report is a finished product, not a rough draft.
· A ruler must be used for any straight lines or underlining.

· Lab reports must be handwritten in black or dark blue ink.  Computer generated lab reports will NOT be accepted.  Graphs, diagrams, and scientific drawings must be completed in pencil.

· Lab reports must be completed individually; it is not acceptable to copy the work of another.

· Laboratory reports must be handed in on the due date, at the beginning of the class period.
· Late reports will be penalized.
